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1Protecting Wild Spaces and Happy Places

FOR ALL TOMORROWS...
The philosopher William James once said, “the great use of life is to spend it for something that will 
outlast it.” At the Land Trust, everything we do is with the intention that our work will outlast us.  

3RI�I\EQTPI�SJ�XLMW�MW�XLI����]IEV�IƾSVX�SJ�XLI�0ERH�8VYWX��
the City of Hailey, Blaine County, and many landowners 
and donors in piecing together over 350 acres of land 
along 3 miles of the Big Wood River to create a place 
where everyone can enjoy the river. This collective vision, 
patience and persistence have made the beloved Hailey 
Greenway possible… And now is the time to add yet 
another piece to this legacy. Nestled along one mile of Croy 
Creek, between Carbonate and Della Mountains and the 
Draper Wood River Preserve, this potential new preserve 
would add 118 acres to the popular Hailey Greenway, 
allowing for: 

• Opportunities for new trails,
• Protection of important habitat and  scenic views, and
• Restoration of the Big Wood River and the opportunity 

XS�QMXMKEXI�ǀSSHMRK�

The property contains one of the rarest and most important habitats in the arid west: an emergent wetland. 
Fed by groundwater springs, the Croy Canyon wetland is a consistent source of fresh water and serves as a 
refuge for wildlife throughout the year. This property also surrounds the new Mountain Humane campus, and 
by keeping the property undeveloped, we can enhance its ability to connect people and pets to the Hailey 
Greenway, the outdoors, and each other.

Conservation of properties like this has always been a priority of the Land Trust. I hope that you’ll read on 
XS�PIEVR�QSVI�EFSYX�XLMW�TVSTIVX]�ERH�GSRWMHIV�E�KMʁ�XS�QEOI�MX�TSWWMFPI��-�LSTI�]SYťPP�EPWS�IRNS]�WIIMRK�XLI�
HMƾIVIRGIW�]SYťVI�QEOMRK�MR�XLI�PMZIW�SJ�SYV�PSGEP�]SYXL�XLVSYKL�SYV�WXYHIRX�TVSKVEQW��ERH�LS[�TVSXIGXMRK�
these special places makes this possible. 

8SKIXLIV��[I�GER�GVIEXI�E�PIKEG]�SJ�PSZI�JSV�XLI�PERH�Ţ�RSX�SRP]�JSV�XSHE]�SV�XSQSVVS[��FYX�JSV�
all tomorrows. 

Sincerely, 

7GSʃ�&SIʃKIV

SCOTT BOETTGER
A LETTER FROM

—William James

The great use of life is to 
spend it for something 
that will outlast it.



2 Wood River Land Trust Fall 2019 Newsletter

YOUR NEXT 
 PRESERVE       
    AWAITS.

THE VISION
Together, we can expand the popular Hailey Greenway and protect more of 
[LEX�QEOIW�SYV�LSQI�WS�EQE^MRK�Ţ�but we need your help. 

We have an opportunity to add 118 acres to the Hailey Greenway to protect 
LEFMXEX�JSV�[MPHPMJI��VIWXSVI�GVMXMGEP�ǀSSHTPEMR�VIGSRRIGXMSR�JSV�XLI�&MK�;SSH�
River, and create a new place for people to experience nature close to town. 

Let’s create another win-win for the community.
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%�63'/=��+6%:)0ɏ
  BOTTOM HISTORY

Protecting Croy Canyon has the capability to change how we deal with 
ǀSSHMRK�MR�E�LSPMWXMG�[E]�XLEX�MW�FIRIƿGMEP�XS�LEFMXEX��XLI�VMZIV��ERH�SYV�
community. But in order to shape the future we want to see for our Valley, 
we must address the past. 

Throughout our country’s history, we’ve altered rivers and wetlands to meet 
SYV�RIIHW��3YV�:EPPI]ťW�WIʃPIQIRX�[EW�RS�HMƾIVIRX��-R�XLI�PEXI�����W��XLI�
river near present-day Lions Park was used to power sawmills. The City of 
Hailey had two sawmills, one on either side of the river.

9RPMOI�IEWXIVR�FIHVSGO�WXVIEQW��XLI�&MK�;SSH�LEW�E�KVEZIP�FSʃSQ�
XLEX�WLMʁW�[MXL�IEGL�LMKL�ǀS[�IZIRX��8LYW��MX�[EW�WSSR�HMWGSZIVIH�XLEX�
QEMRXEMRMRK�STIVEXMSR�SJ�XLI�QMPPW�ERH�TVIZIRXMRK�ǀSSHMRK�SJ�XLI�WXVYGXYVIW�
was mutually impossible, and the mill on the western side of the river was 
abandoned in the early 1900s. 

9RJSVXYREXIP]��GPSWMRK�XLI�QMPP�HMH�RSXLMRK�XS�MRLMFMX�XLI�IƾSVXW�XS�ŧGSRXVSPŨ�XLI�VMZIV��;MXL�XLI�EHZIRX�SJ�
LIEZ]�QEGLMRIV]��MX�FIGEQI�GSQQSR�TVEGXMGI�XS�FYPPHS^I�XLI�VMZIV�GLERRIP��WXVEMKLXIRMRK�MXW�GSYVWI�ERH�
TYWLMRK�XLI�KVEZIP�XS�JSVQ�FIVQW�XS�EZSMH�ǀSSHMRK�MR�XLI�MQQIHMEXI�EVIE��8LMW�GVIEXIH�ERH�I\EGIVFEXIH�
ǀSSHMRK�MWWYIW�HS[RVMZIV��
 

Studies have shown that 85% of all wildlife species 
native to the area- both aquatic and terrestrial – depend 
on riparian and/or wetland habitat at some time during 
their life. This includes elk, waterfowl, song birds, beavers, 
IUXPQJQW][�IVL�Å[P�[XMKQM[��<PM�XZWXMZ\a�IT[W�KWV\IQV[�
an artesian spring that serves as a critical water resource 
NWZ�0IQTMa��W]Z�ZQ^MZ��\PM�_M\TIVL[��IVL�W]Z�_QTLTQNM��



4 Wood River Land Trust Fall 2019 Newsletter

<PM��� �IKZM�XZWXMZ\a��[PW_V�PMZM��
_QTT�M`XIVL�]XWV�\PM�0IQTMa�/ZMMV_Ia�
while providing numerous amenities for 
\PM�KWUU]VQ\a��
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*SPPS[MRK�XLI������ǀSSHW��XLI�0ERH�8VYWX�ERH�
XLI�'MX]�SJ�,EMPI]�[SVOIH�XS�MRGSVTSVEXI�ǀSSH�
mitigation concepts into the Hailey Greenway 
Master Plan. With this property, we have our 
greatest opportunity to address the cause of 
ǀSSHMRK�F]�VIGSRRIGXMRK�XLI�&MK�;SSH�XS�MXW�
ǀSSHTPEMR�EX�0MSRW�4EVO��;I�EVI�[SVOMRK�[MXL�
Blaine County, the City of Hailey, and the Army 
'SVTW�SJ�)RKMRIIVW�XS�VIQSZI�XLI�ƿPP�QEXIVMEP�
YRHIV�0MSRW�4EVO�Ţ�[LMGL�[EW�SRGI�E�HYQT�
JSPPS[MRK�XLI�HMWFERHQIRX�SJ�XLI�QMPP�Ţ�WS�XLI�
VMZIV�GER�SRGI�EKEMR�WLIIX�ǀSSH�XLI�'VS]�'VIIO�
wetlands on the proposed preserve, slow down 
ǀSSH�[EXIVW��ERH�JYRGXMSR�REXYVEPP]�XLVSYKL�
Lions Park without depositing additional 
sediment downstream. 

These are all critical components of the greater 
Hailey Greenway Master Plan. We need your 
WYTTSVX�XS�EGGSQTPMWL�XLI�ƿVWX�WXIT�MR�XLEX�
TVSGIWW�Ţ�TYVGLEWMRK�XLMW�TVSTIVX]��

Acquiring the land behind Lions Park represents 
our best chance to address the cause of (ooding, 
while protecting more habitat and places to 
connect with nature. That’s what we call a 
win-win.

In the late 1800s, the Big Wood River was 
harnessed for industrial uses, like the mill 
in this photo, which was located near 
+ZWa�+IVaWV�

ECOLOGICAL
IMPORTANCE

With this property, we have 
our greatest opportunity 
to address the cause of 
(ooding at Lions Park.
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Your support will mean more 
opportunities for families to connect 
with each other in nature.

)VL�UWZM�_Ia[�NWZ�aW]�IVL�aW]Z�JMTW^ML�
animals to spend time outdoors, together.

Further Enhancing Our 
Community’s Way of Life
Once we acquire this land, the Hailey Greenway 
will expand from 350 acres to 468 acres. 
That means 468 acres of protected habitat for 
[MPHPMJI��VIGSRRIGXMSR�SJ�SYV�VMZIV�XS�MXW�ǀSSHTPEMR��
expansive access for our community to recreate, 
and an open space corridor that protects an 
important wild and happy place. 

Access to a healthy river and abundant 
recreational opportunities are critical to our way 
SJ�PMJI��)RLERGIH�LMOMRK��ƿWLMRK��FMVHMRK��FMOMRK��
PIEVRMRK��ERH�GSRRIGXMRK�Ţ�XLIWI�EVI�NYWX�E�JI[�SJ�
the activities this new preserve has the potential to 
provide for the community, and anyone who loves 
our Valley. 

The preserve will connect the popular trails at 
the Draper Wood River Preserve with the new 
Mountain Humane campus in Croy Canyon. 
What this means is: 

• More opportunities for you and your furry 
friends to enjoy the outdoors in a relatively 
TVMWXMRI�WIʃMRK��

• More opportunities for you to enjoy the 
unrivaled open spaces view of the Valley  
and additional trails for you to hike, 

• More ways for our community’s youth   
to engage with nature, 

• More improved habitat for our river   
and wildlife, 

• And a priceless treasure for all to enjoy.

&YX�[I�WXMPP�RIIH�]SYV�LIPT�XS�GVSWW�XLI�ƿRMWL�PMRI��
;MXL�]SYV�WYTTSVX��[I�EVI�GSRƿHIRX�XLEX�[I�GER�
meet the collective vision of a healthier, more 
HMZIVWI��ERH�QSVI�EGGIWWMFPI�;SSH�6MZIV�:EPPI]�Ţ�
for both wildlife and people. 

Please consider a gi* 
today and donate at 
woodriverlandtrust.org 
to help make this a reality.   

AN ASSET FOR 
THE COMMUNITY

As well as safeguarding a critical migration 
corridor for some of  our most iconic 
wildlife species.
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$500,000 
ACQUISITION

$575,000 
PLANNING &

IMPLEMENTATION

$705,000 
STEWARDSHIP & 

ENDOWMENT

 CURRENT 
LEVEL

Thanks to you, we have raised 

$486,000 for 
your new preserve... But we 
still need your support! 
Please consider a gi* today. 
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STUDENTS & 
CONSERVATION – 
A MATCH MADE 
IN HEAVEN
Over the course of 2018 and 2019, the Land Trust, 
in collaboration with our partners, completed 
projects with schools from Ketchum to Carey to 
serve students from grades 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 5th, 
6th, and 7th grades. These projects ranged from 
releasing bugs that target invasive weeds, building 
new trails at our Colorado Gulch Preserve, learning 
about the importance of native pollinators, and 
creating art and poetry in nature. 

Stewardship Coordinator Cameron Packer 
ETTVIGMEXIW�XLI�I\XVE�TEMVW�SJ�LERHW�MR�XLI�ƿIPH��
ŧ+IʃMRK�SYX�SR�XLI�PERH�[MXL�WXYHIRXW�MW�WS�
rewarding,” Packer says, “Not only are they a big 
help in taking care of the land that the Land Trust 
manages, it is wonderful to see the kids engaging 
with their surroundings and really experiencing how 
important ecosystem health is, not just to wildlife 
but to our community as well.” 

One fun project was our Individual Expression 
and Nature project. We wanted to allow students 
XS�WLS[GEWI�ERH�I\TVIWW�XLI�FIRIƿXW�XLEX�REXYVI�TVSZMHIW�XS�FSXL�TL]WMGEP�ERH�QIRXEP�LIEPXL��;SSH�6MZIV�
Middle Schoolers wandered through Colorado Gulch Preserve, sketching, taking photos, and writing poems 
about nature. We were blown away when the students later presented their work. It shows just how much 
we need open spaces and happy places to explore and express our creative sides. The students’ work is on 
HMWTPE]�EX�&PEGO�3[P�'SƾII�MR�,EMPI]�Ţ�TPIEWI�XEOI�E�PSSO�RI\X�XMQI�]SYťVI�XLIVI�

 FUTURE GENERATIONS
INSPIRING
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<PIVS[�\W�aW]��[\]LMV\[�KIV�TMIZV�IJW]\�\PM�
QUXWZ\IVKM�WN�MKW[a[\MU�UIVIOMUMV\��TQSM�\PM[M�
OQZT[�PMZM�L]ZQVO�W]Z�JQWKWV\ZWT�LIa�_Q\P�J]O[	

.ZWU�IZ\Q[\QK�M`XZM[[QWV�\W�[\ZMIU[QLM�MKWTWOa�
and trail restoration, our projects allow 
students to engage with nature through 
UIVa�IK\Q^Q\QM[�
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The Land Trust’s Student Conservation 
Council provides high school students with the 
opportunity to give back to the community and our 
environment. The SCC creates projects across 
the Valley that enrich both our community and our 
greater ecosystem. 

This year, our roster of twelve students heard 
about a compelling book by Ben Goldfarb that was 
changing the national perspective on a commonly 
SZIVPSSOIH�VSHIRX�Ţ�XLI�2SVXL�%QIVMGER�FIEZIV��
Goldfarb’s book describes the important role that 
beavers play in watershed ecology. 

%ʁIV�VIEHMRK�XLMW�FSSO�EW�E�KVSYT�ERH�PIEVRMRK�
how the Land Trust has worked with partners to 
enhance beaver habitat on our preserves, our 
students in the SCC wanted to get involved. 
They looked to Quigley Canyon, just east of Hailey. 
Historically, this area once held many beavers 
that occupied the streams and greater watershed, 
however these animals no longer exist in the same 
numbers they used to. 

To help give beavers a boost, the SCC will begin 
restoring native vegetation around the Quigley 
Pond this fall. By replanting willows and providing 
the type of vegetation that beavers need, we hope 
beavers will again return to Quigley Pond to begin 
their task of restoring a complex ecosystem. 

But the project didn’t stop there. The SCC 
students invited Goldfarb to the Valley, where he, 
EPSRK�[MXL�0ERH�8VYWX�7XEƾ�ERH�7''�QIQFIVW��
spoke to students at the Sage School, the 
Community School, and Wood River High School 
about the importance of these rodents. Later that 
night, Goldfarb spoke to a packed house at the 
'SQQYRMX]�0MFVEV]��[LIVI�JSPOW�JVSQ�EPP�EKIW�PIʁ�
as newly minted Beaver Believers.

Dear Mr. Goldfarb,
       
My name is Carter, we've never met but I 
just got home from a talk you gave about the 
importance of beaver conservation, and what 
we can do for each other as denizens of then 
same planet. Before today I had never heard 
of you or your book, and knew about beaver 
conservation only through an A.P Biology class 
I took last year taught by Wood River Land 
Trust Student Conservation Counsel adviser 
Larry Barnes. But after listening to you talk 
tonight I have a newfound appreciation 
for beavers.
       
As a graduating senior at Wood River High 
School, and resident of this valley, I have had 
unbelievable opportunities to explore and learn 
to love and respect the ecosystems in which I 
grew up. I plan on attending university next 
year to study ecology and wildlife biology at 
Boise State, and people like you are a source 
of endless inspiration. In a time where I find 
myself hanging my head in embarrassment 
and fear of the reckless and ignorant actions 
of my government, elders, and peers, people 
like you remind me to pick my head up and keep 
fighting for a brighter tomorrow and greener 
planet. So I would like to thank you for taking 
the time to talk in our valley today, and for 
your dedication conservation. It may not seem 
like much but seeing and hearing from people 
like you who care about even the little guy 
in our ecosystems serve as an inspiration and 
reliable guide for us young conservationists.

Once again, Thank you.

Carter

INSPIRING FUTURE 
LEADERS
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LOOKING FORWARD

These projects allow students to work together 
with each other, teaching values of teamwork
and leadership.

Research shows that when kids play and learn in nature, they’re happier, 
healthier, and create lasting bonds to the land and with each other.

That’s why we work with partners throughout the Valley to engage K-12 
students through a variety of conservation-focused projects.  
  

Let the children be free; encourage them; let them run outside when 
it is raining; let them remove their shoes when they /nd a puddle of 
water; and when the grass of the meadows is wet with dew, let them run 
on it and trample it with their bare feet; let them rest peacefully when a 
tree invites them to sleep beneath its shade; let them shout and laugh 
when the sun wakes them in the morning.  —Maria Montessori

The proposed new preserve in Croy Canyon will mean more land for recreation, more partnerships created, 
and more opportunities for the youth of our Valley to experience nature so close to town. We’re so very 
excited for the future of our community, and that future starts with kids. 

INSPIRING FUTURE 
LEADERS
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GET TO KNOW OUR NEWEST BOARD MEMBER
CHANNELING PASSION THROUGH THE LAND TRUST

The Land Trust’s Board Members are true 
GLEQTMSRW�SJ�XLI�SVKERM^EXMSR��6IGIRXP]��[I�
WEX�HS[R�ERH�GLEʃIH�[MXL�SRI�SJ�SYV�RI[�FSEVH�
QIQFIVW��(EZI�4IVOMRW��XS�PIEVR�E�PMʃPI�QSVI�
about him. 

Dave is the current Vice Chairman of the Orvis 
Company, and brings an impressive array of 
conservation experience and passion to the Land 
8VYWX��3YV�SVKERM^EXMSR�MW�QEHI�WXVSRKIV�FIGEYWI�
of his expertise, and we’re glad he’s by our side as 
we embark on exciting new developments. 

Originally from Cleveland, Ohio, Dave recalls 
his early memories of the outdoors through 
LYRXMRK�ERH�ƿWLMRK�EHZIRXYVIW�[MXL�LMW�JEXLIV��
Dave’s father started a local hunting operation in 
the countryside near the East Side of Cleveland, 
which is where Dave developed his passions for 
LYRXMRK�ERH�ƿWLMRK�IEVP]�SR��(EZI�VIGEPPW�LS[�LMW�
father was always involved in conservation work, 
and was a self-taught naturalist. When Dave was 
9, his family acquired the Orvis Company, and 
WLSVXP]�EʁIV�LI�VIGIMZIH�LMW�ƿVWX�ǀ]�VSH��-R�XLI�IEVP]�
1980s, Dave’s father’s property was placed into a 
conservation easement, and Dave became familiar 
with Land Trusts.

Dave’s commitment to conservation stemmed 
from experiences he had at his grandmother’s 
property in Georgia. Dave’s grandmother was a 
renowned hunter and angler, and the land she lived 
on was ideal quail habitat. It was those memories 
in Georgia where Dave discovered a profound 
appreciation for wild, open spaces. 

Dave and his wife, Nancy Mackinnon, discovered 
the Wood River Valley some years ago, as they 
ZMWMXIH�JSV�XLI�YRTEVEPPIPIH�WOMMRK�ERH�ƿWLMRK�
opportunities. To this day, Dave and his family, 
along with their bird dogs, frequently visit the 
Valley to celebrate their love for the outdoors. “With all conservation, there’s a sense of urgency in that 
XLI�[SVPH�MW�KVS[MRK��QSVI�ERH�QSVI�TISTPI�EVI�ETTVIGMEXMRK�XLI�SYXHSSVW�ERH�YXMPM^MRK�XLI�VIWSYVGIW��WS�
providing places for people to enjoy the outdoors and landscapes while also preserving these landscapes is 
important. Helping the Land Trust move at a pace so that we can preserve what makes our Valley so special 
WS�XLEX�SYV�GLMPHVIR�QE]�IRNS]�MX�MW�[LEX�-ťQ�QSWX�PSSOMRK�JSV[EVH�XS�[MXL�XLI�SVKERM^EXMSR�Ũ�
We couldn’t agree more, Dave. We’re excited for what’s in store. 

Dave Perkins has served on the board of Tall Timbers Research Station, the Teddy Roosevelt 
'SRWIVZEXMSR�4EVXRIVWLMT��XLI�6YƾIH�+VSYWI�7SGMIX]��XLI�&SRIƿWL�
�8EVTSR�8VYWX��ERH�XLI�2EXMSREP�
Fish and Wildlife Foundation.    
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UPCOMING
   EVENTS
SAVE THE DATE
DECEMBER 10, 2019
ɁɄ8,�%22-:)67%6=�')0)&6%8-32

Please plan to join us at the Argyros 
Performing Arts Center in Ketchum for a 
special celebration of the Land Trust’s 25th 
%RRMZIVWEV]�[MXL�E�ƿPQ�REVVEXIH�F]�1EVMIP�
Hemingway. To reserve your seat, please 
GSRXEGX�SYV�SǁGIW�EX������������������

'63=�'%2=32�83967
If you are interested in seeing our new project at 
'VS]�'ER]SR�ƿVWXLERH��TPIEWI�TPER�XS�NSMR�YW�SR�SRI�
SJ�SYV�'SQQYRMX]�8SYVW��;I�EVI�SƾIVMRK�XSYVW�SJ�XLI�
property on Wednesday, September 18th at 11 am, 
and Wednesday, October 9th, at 11 am. Look for our 
sandwich boards with the Land Trust logo situated on 
Croy Creek Road! 

'31192-8=�;36/�(%=7 
We will be announcing details for community volunteer 
workdays this upcoming fall, so if you’re interested in 
learning more, please sign up for our e-news at 
www.woodriverlandtrust.org

To stay up-to-date with all of our events, make sure 
]SY�EVI�WMKRIH�YT�JSV�SYV�I�RI[WPIʃIV��ERH�EVI�E�
fan of the Wood River Land Trust on Facebook and 
Instagram. If you have any questions, please email 
our Community Engagement Coordinator at 
QWXIMR[YVX^IP$[SSHVMZIVPERHXVYWX�SVK

Photo Credit: Tim Brown
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GET INVOLVED 

WOODRIVERLANDTRUST.ORG

*SV����]IEVW��[IťZI�[SVOIH�HMPMKIRXP]�XS�TVSXIGX�XLI�PERH��[EXIV�� 
[MPHPMJI��ERH�VIGVIEXMSREP�STTSVXYRMXMIW�XLEX�QEOI�XLI�;SSH�6MZIV�:EPPI]�

a place where you can connect...or disconnect. 

119 East Bullion St
Hailey, Idaho 83333


